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Warplings from the Gavel Holder

Whidbey Weavers Guild
     ...... a community of fiber artists

The Webster

It is March and things are starting to “perk”- starting to say “We made it through the winter and soon 
(a relative term in the Northwest) the sun will be here.  It inspires me- but not quite as much as Mrs. 
G.E. Engleman, a “well known” weaver in Fort Worth, TX in the fall of 1952. According to my trea-
sured copy of Handweaver and Craftsman, she and her husband (G.E.) had begun to plan their new 
home the previous year (when I was just learning to walk- but I digress). They decided that weaving the 
carpet would be her job.  (Good thing I was sitting down when I read that part).  “Since the emphasis 
in the decorative scheme would be on Early American it was thought that a handwoven carpet would 
fit in well with the general theme”. (Wait, didn’t they also just have dirt floors??) 
The carpet was woven with wool chenille weft in varied colors, with ramie warp. She started the process 
by ordering one pound of the chenille, weaving an 18x18 square and calculated from the weight what 
she would need for the 37 square yards she would need to weave. She ordered 200 pounds of chenille, 
in colors sight unseen since the company did not separate the colors (braver than I am!), and 14 pounds 
of ramie. She set it at 7 epi, 30 inches wide on her counterbalanced loom. This finished at 28 inches 
wide.  The only difficulty she had (other than it must have taken the rest of her life to weave it) was that 
the ramie “fuzzed” on the loom. But- here is a tip for any of you with the same problem as you weave 
your wall to wall- “Wave set” (yes the kind you used on your hair- in 1952- the one with lanolin in it) 
works GREAT- just apply as you go with a rubber sponge. 
She sorted each hank according to color, wound them into balls outside because of the lint problem (I 
really hope it wasn’t in the Texas summer heat), weighed each color and then handed over that data to 
G.E. who determined the design. It was determined that if equal amounts of each color were used in 
every 21 shots and the same order repeated, the carpeting would come out the same throughout.  
So, here we go- weave away- the fun begins. But wait- not so fast. Each shot of chenille had to be 
brushed up with a hairbrush while the shed was open. She found she could weave 8 inches per hour for 
a total of 258 hours. She wove it in 25 foot strips and then had them sewn together.  The article says 
that “In addition to weaving on commission and teaching “she” (it never states her actual first name!) 
weaves a great deal for her own home”- now THAT is the understatement of the century!!! 
I don’t’ know you, Mrs. G. E. Engleman, but you are my current 
weaving hero. What an inspiration. I think I might weave a 2 x 3 foot 
area rug for the bathroom- I am PSYCHED.  I hope she gives you an 
inspiration to “spring” off of!!!! 

Happy Weaving,
Ann



March’s Recipe - Mint
Got a little Mint in your yard- wait a year and you will have a lot- 

Pick the “overflow” and dye away!

Menthe sp.
These proportions dye 4 ounces of either non-mordanted or mordanted (4 tsp Alum, 1 _ tsp. 
Cream of Tartar, 1 gal water) wool fiber.  Consult your favorite dye reference book for mordant-
ing and dying instructions. These are just the “ingredients”! 
1 quart cut up leaves and stems
1 quart warm water
Soak overnight; Simmer 1 hour and strain; Add wool to dye bath and simmer for 30 minutes.
Alum: Yellow to Gold
Light fastness: Very Good
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Guild Programs
April 5 Guild Program features Sarah Swett—Story-Telling 

in Tapestry
April 6 & 7 Spin-IN Visit the website for full information.  Sarah 

Swett is the featured artist.
May 2 Guild Program with Janet Thomas, Rug Weaver of 

Lark Textile Designs
June 6 Guild Program with Jean Gauger and Nuno Felt
June 24-30 ANWG Conference in Bellingham
July Guild picnic at Lynn Sheffield’s.  Date TBD

April 18th - 1:30 pm to 3 pm - Backyard Dyes: Grow Your Own - Louisa Chadwick, FREE 
Lecture. A lifelong fibre enthusiast, Louisa Chadwick has been dyeing fabrics, yarns and 
fibres since she was in high school.  Over the last few decades of experimenting with 
botanical dyes, Louisa has learned how to grow some of the historical dye plants and to use 
as much of her city garden as possible for dye colours. She will discuss plant possibilities, 
seed sources, propagation, care, harvesting and dye techniques. Even if you only have an 
apartment window box or a few pots on the balcony, you can have a little colour in your life! 

NOTE: Presentation follows the Guild’s business meeting which begins at 12:30 pm. Visitors 
and new members welcome to attend! For further information please visit www.gvwsg.
com or email Grace at grace@super-awesome.com. The Greater Vancouver Weavers & 
Spinners Guild meets at Aberthau, West Point Grey Community Centre, 2nd Ave at Trimble, 
Vancouver.

Grace Verhagen, Volunteer Greater Vancouver Weavers & Spinners Guild 
grace@super-awesome.com 
604-767-1353

Regional Guild Programs - B.C.
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October 4,5,6  
2013

Barbara Walker is coming.  We were planning to have her teach split ply 
but there is very little interest.  I have contacted her to teach another of her 
workshops--Warp Patterning.  This is a class using supplemental warps and 
learning how to do it without 2 beams.

February 7, 8, 9 
2014

Robyn Spady is coming to teach  2 Sides to Every Cloth.  Google her site for 
full information.

March  23, 24, 25  
& March 31 
April 1, 2 
2014 

Jason Collingwood is coming to teach 2 classes of beginning rug weaving.  A 
few spots remain.  

May 2 & 3, 2014 Liz Axford with Mary Burks-- Dying yarn and cloth for weaving and surface 
design. 

We are taking sign ups now.  Let me know if you are interested, but are unable to attend a meeting 
to make your deposits.

Maryann

Workshops

Thanks to our Workshop Chair!

I can only speak to the most recent workshop but Maryann Straight, our Workshop Chairman, 
deserves a huge pat on the back for how well she organized and put together the wire 
workshop.   
Coffee, treats, lunch for the instructor were just a few of the courtesies she provided with a 
smile.
She had proper tools in her basket - not to mention getting us all set up and meeting each 
challenge as it happened, including finding an idle loom to replace a disaster.  No problem 
seemed too large for her to solve.  She knows what needs to be done and does it! 
Thank you Maryann for all your hard work in making the workshop a joy to attend.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR UNCOMMON THREADS
Looking for a great way to give back to your organization, and support one of the best fiber-arts 
show & sale in the Pacific Northwest??

Uncommon Threads 2013 is looking for volunteers to assume the following Chair positions:

DISTRIBUTION COORDINATOR – coordinate volunteers to distribute bookmarks and posters •	
to sites listed on the distribution site list.  Ensure bookmarks and posters are available at each 
WWG meeting. Maintain and update the distribution site list. 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR – Working with other Chairs, provide general oversight for volun-•	
teers, ensuring they understand their responsibilities, and their work shift day and time.  

RAFFLE/FRONT DESK COORDINATOR – Organize front desk greeters and survey sheets.  Solicit •	
items to fill the raffle basket and volunteers to sell raffle tickets during sale.

The good news is that past Chairs have developed the forms and procedures for you, and are happy 
to work as mentors to new volunteers.  

Thank you so much to past Chairs: Donna Andersen, Mary Burks, Linda Lamay, Sheila Pritchett, and 
Dawn Pucci.  Your services are greatly appreciated.  
And a VERY BIG THANK YOU to our new chairs:
MC Brill – Cashier (Linda Lamay, mentor)
Susan Becker – Display (Mary Burks, mentor)
Kathy Hewitt – Inventory (Dawn Pucci, Paula Willstatter, mentors)
Sue Waters – Photography
Janis Saunders – Graphic Arts Advisor
And we would be lost without all of you who continue to donate your time and talent every year to 
make this show a huge success
If you wish to volunteer or if you have any questions, please contact Lynn Sheffield, UCT2013 
Chair, at vet1957@msn.com or call 360-331-1998.   

CALL FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE FIBER ART CREATION?  LET’S SHOW IT OFF!!

We are looking for new photographs of your artistic creations to use for the Uncommon Threads 
2013 bookmark, postcard, and poster creations and for the Guild Facebook page and website.

If you have a favorite photo, please send it (or any questions) on to Janis Saunders at weavershand@
earthlink.net, no later than April 1.  To produce the best image possible, it is requested that your 
photos are 350 dpi (resolution) and are at least 10MG in size.  At the very least your images should 
be 72 dpi.  And we don’t want to leave anyone out, so if you need the help of a “professional”, let us 
know and we can make arrangements to get our Guild photographer, Sue Waters,  to capture the 
image for you.

Contact:  Lynn Sheffield, Olympic Mist Farm Alpacas
360-331-1998 or 425-785-0130     www.olympicmistfarm.com



42nd Annual Whidbey Weavers Guild

Spin-In
Please Join Us!

Saturday and Sunday April 6 and 7, 2013
10am to 4pm, Oak Harbor High School
#1 Wildcat Way, Oak Harbor WA 98277

2 day admission $15 - optional fiber packet available for $10

Featured Spinner:  Sarah Swett

Programs
Saturday – A Field Guide to Needlework
Sarah Swett has devoted the last decade or three to telling slow stories with hand spun yarn.  These stories 
show up as tapestries, sweaters, needlepoint comics and embroidered books, an ever growing body of  work 
she calls “A Field Guide to Needlework”.  this talk will follow several pieces in various media as they evolve 
from fleece to fleeting idea, grow into black and white cartoons (drawing, erasing and erasing some more) 
and finally emerge as colorful stories in cloth (weaving and dyeing and stitching and ripping out and start-
ing again.) There will be slides, discussion, and examination of  materials and hopefully a bit of  that elusive 
creature- inspiration!

Sunday—The Value of Wool
From the feel of  fiber flowing through fingers to the astonishing textiles only hand spun yarns can produce, 
the pleasures of  spinning are innumerable. Not least among these is the freedom we have to control value. 
Starting with two or three fleeces, light, medium and dark, we can, with a few simple tools, transform them 
into textiles that exude energy, movement and mood -- anything from bold iconic patterns to narrative 
work of  immense subtlety.  So let’s do it!  Come spend the day at the Whidbey Island Spin-in and explore 
the Value of  Wool.

Along with your wheel or spindle, please bring:  1 or more of  the following: hand cards, flicker, mini/hand 
held combs, ball winder or nostepinne (some way to ply)

Lots of  wonderful Vendors!

People’s Choice Award
Bring your best examples of  handspun skeins or handspun items for a vote by the attendees.

Please bring your lunch and, if you’d like, some snacks to share

For more information see
www.whidbeyweaversguild.org or

Contact Anne Brenaman at 360-403-8757
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Directory Corrections:
Bettie Glassey:  
new phone #: 360-240-2408

Janet Forrest:  
new Address
2418 James Pl #401 Langley 98260

Suzanne Ramsey
Room 319
1767 Alliance Ave
Freeland 98249
222-2184
scjr74@comcast.net

Returning Members:
Dina Blackstone
1491 W. Beach Rd.
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-682-6324
dinablackstone@gmail.com

My fiber interest in fiber began when I 
opened and owned Island Bliss Alpacas 
back in 2004. While I no longer own the 
farm, I am still Vice President of the North 
Sound Alpaca Association and one of the 
organizers of Fiber Fusion Northwest, our 
3rd annual show will take place October 
19-20 in Monroe. My primary fiber arts are 
spinning and weaving, which I consider 
myself a beginner in each, but want to 
learn more.

Cindy Ulrich
PO Box 221
Freeland, WA 98249
360-730-6038
ulrich@whidbey.com

New Members 
 January 2013 - March 2013

Qi Lou
12796 Quantum Ln. #16
Anacortes, WA 98221
206-604-8343
qilou@whiteloftsilk.com
Bret Kelly

Qi Lou and her husband, Bret Kelly, have 
a silk filled bedding company for over 12 
years. They have a great resource of silk 
fiber through their business. Last year, 
they moved their inventory from Seattle 
to a warehouse in Anacortes to have a 
better-hands for  their products. Qi is 
always amazed by the silk fiber, it is so 
beautiful, so long and so strong, gentle 
touching with the shinning, creamy color. 
With such an abundance of raw silk, she 
found out that she can make silk paper arts 
with it. She has had so much fun playing 
with the silk fiber with her friends in her 
warehouse. What else can she do with it? 
Spinning with the silk! As soon as she got 
this idea, her friend lends her a spinning 
wheel and set her up. Qi’s old friend, Fran 
Moore, who has been in the Whidbey 
weaver’s guild for years as a weaver, told 
her that she should come to the guild and 
learn from the group. Here she comes and 
is willing to start from zero.

Lisa Nakama
4973 Lilac Dr.
Freeland, WA 98249
lvanderyacht@email.com
Rance

I am a novice of the fiber arts.  About 3 
summers ago or so, I took a weeklong 
felting class at The Frye Art Museum in 

Seattle with two of my friends.  In the 
class, we worked on wet felting, nuno 
felting and were very briefly introduced 
to needle felting.  I really enjoyed the 
art form and myself.  After that, I began 
noticing felted art.  I continued to practice 
with my friends and on my own.  I like 
creating small toys and puppets.  This past 
December, my husband and I moved to 
Freeland.  I joined the Guild as a chance 
to learn and to become involved in life on 
Whidbey.  I hope to continue to gain skills 
in felting as well as learn about other fiber 
arts.

Lisa Bernhardt
PO Box 1751
Coupeville, WA  98239
(360) 678-8736
curlytop9@gmail.com

My interests are mixed media, metal 
weaving as in Lanny Bergner style and 
Susan McGehee, the lady that just taught a 
workshop at your last meeting in February; 
anything involving vibrant colors. I not 
sure if weaving interests me or not. I am 
open to everything and fiber arts get me 
excited. I am a total novice and looking 
to gain knowledge and skills with like 
minded folk. I have no weaving or sewing 
skills, just a love of color and balance. I am 
an effective communicator and like being a 
worker bee.

Elinor Tapio
588 Shelter Bay Place
LaConner, WA 98257
360-466-1138
etapio@earthlink.net
Einar

I seem to always have had a keen interest 
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ANWG
Association of Northwest Weaving Guilds

in textiles from an early age.  My first 
recollection of handiwork was braiding 
a hot pad with cotton rags.  Growing 
up my father taught me to straighten 
nails from old boards so they could 
be used again.  My mom taught me 
to sew when I was 11.  I sewed all my 
clothes while I attended high school and 
most of my adult life.  I learned to knit 
when I was 12, and later crochet and 
embroidery.  I took a beginning weaving 
class at college and didn’t continue, but 
continued to improve my knitting.  My 
travels to New Zealand, Norway and 
Sweden have kept me interested in 
knitting where there were many people 
knitting and much wool to buy.  While 
visiting sister-in-law in New Zealand, 
she taught me to spin.  When I returned 
home I bought a spinning wheel and 
spun enough yarn to knit a fishermen’s 
sweater.  After knitting the sweater, I 
stopped spinning for 15 years.  When 
I began again, I had become friends 
with people where were members of a 
spinning guild and discovered there was 
a lot more to do than just spinning, but 
blending, dying and felting fleece.  On a 
trip to Norway I saw a rag rug made of 
old jeans and again wanted to weave, 
at least a jean rug.  So I bought a loom, 
saved jeans and took a class again in 
weaving.  I have been a member of two 
weaving guilds for 6 years now and own 
2 weaving looms.  I love every minute of 
the weaving process.  I will be attending 
the ANWG Conference in Bellingham for 
the first time with an ANWG scholarship.  
My house flows over with fleece, yarn 
and all sorts of textiles.  I guess I am no 
different from others with such a hobby!  
My interest in becoming a member of 
the Whidbey Weavers Guild is because of 
the programs, workshops, Spin-in and 
sale.  

New Members , cont.
 January 2013 - March 2013

ANWG-there is still room for you and some new 
housing has become available if needed.

 Fashion Show deadline is March 20th.  
The open show deadline is April 22.  
The juried show deadline is April 1..

Enter, enter, enter!
For full information about the ANWG Conference, 

visit 
www.anwg-conference-2013.com/

Introduction to Japanese Temari with
WWG member Kathy Hewitt

 

This class is an introduction to the ancient Japanese art of 
Temari. Originally made as a toy and from the silk threads 

of old kimonos, these decorative hand-stitched balls 
make wonderful gifts and collectibles today. In this class, 
students will learn how to stitch the temari shown above 

using several traditional stitching techniques. This is a 
great place to start your adventures with temari!

When: Sat, April 20th  -  10:00-3:00 PM                       
Cost: $50.00

Materials: $15.00 plus tax (paid to instructor at class time)
Register early! Class size is limited to 10.

Register online with WICEC,  http://www.wicec.us/phpform/use/
winter_wrkshp_2013/form1.html

Location: WICEC (Whidbey Island Community Education 
Center) - Old Bayview School Building



FIBER ART
March 7 – April 5

Main Gallery
Whidbey Island Surface Design

Exhibit Sponsored by The Boeing Company

Explore the diverse media, creative techniques, and visual tradi-
tions in this exhibit of  fiber surface design from artists living and 
working on Whidbey Island, WA.

Whidbey Island Surface Design is a group of  artists living and 
working on a beautiful island in Puget Sound. All are members of  
the Surface Design Association an, while we work in many dif-
ferent media, techniques, and visual traditions, we share a fasci-
nation and ongoing interest in embellishing the surfaces of  our 
artworks through the use of  surface design techniques.

Surface design encompasses the coloring, patterning, and struc-
turing of  fiber and fabric. This involves creative exploration of  
processes such as dyeing, painting, printing, stitching, embellish-
ing, quilting, weaving, knitting, felting, and paper making.

 
Participants:
    Carol Barton Jerome
    Carys Ann Hamer
    Cheryl Kamera
    Danielle Bodine
    Debra Calkins
    Diane Reardon
    Ellen Vlasak
    Fine Gelfand
    Janet Steadman
    Larkin Jean Van Horn
    Marie Plakos
    Nan Basil Leaman
    Nancy Luenn
    Natalie Olsen
    Pat Morse
    Sande Wascher-James
    Teri Jo Summer
    Zia Gipson
    Bergen Rose
    Colleen Wooton
    Illen Sorenson
    Liz Axford
    Mary Burks
    Lara Stangel Schmidt

2921 Hoyt Ave., 
Everett, WA 98201     

(425) 259-5050


